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This issue won’t go away.  And neither, it seems, will the amount of ink which continues to be spilled on the subject.  Consequently, any new book on the subject of homosexuality is scrutinised by reviewers and publishers to see whether it justifies the ink (or depleting rain forests!).   In my view, Holiness and Sexuality warrants our attention.  

First, the book adopts a holistic approach to the subject.  We are concerned, rightly, when it seems as though the media assumes conservative Christians to be engaged in a witch hunt surrounding the private conduct of anonymous persons in their bedroom.  This book helps us in two ways.  First, it enables us to recognise that errors in biblical thinking and teaching lead, if unchecked, to ungodly behaviour.  Secondly, it helps us ask the bigger questions about the nature of human sexuality and answer them from a biblical-theological framework.

Secondly, the issue of sexual purity is addressed in the context of the biblical mandate for holiness.  Abstinence from sexual immorality outside of marriage is encouraged because it is part of God’s pattern for our sanctification.  Moreover, the body is for the Lord, and, in marriage, for one’s counterpart (see 1 Cor 6).  This broad approach to the issue of sexuality enables us to see that God’s good purposes for sex are for our spiritual health and our sanctification.  It seems to me that this positive messages needs to be heard in our highly charged, media saturated climate.  Similarly, David Field’s definition of sin as being deicidal and suicidal helps deflate the devil’s lie that sin is fun and God is against what is good!  Sexual sin is self-harming and god-denying.

Thirdly, Holiness and Sexuality covers a number of pastoral/.theological issues in one book.  Martin Hallet’s personal, wise counsel is useful.  He retells his story of conversion leading to a chaste lifestyle as a homosexual Christian.  It is helpful to have his candid acknowledgment of ongoing sexual temptations and wise advice over how conservative Christians can welcome homosexuals in the life of the congregation.

Fourthly, the book engages with the modern debate.  Holiness and Sexuality is the first book to engage with the recent teaching of Jeffery John and Rowan Williams.  This will help the reader to understand their position and to argue from Scripture in refutation.  Moreover, it will also enable readers to understand the issues surrounding the increasing pressure to ‘bless’ same-sex unions, and respond accordingly.

Dr Peter Saunders contribution is also very timely and topical.  There is much sound-bite discussion about the influence of genes on homosexual orientation.  Saunders cautions that we need to be careful about making simplistic conclusions about the arbitrary nature of personal choice in homosexual desire.  Better, we should acknowledge that the way sin is at work in individuals and societies is complicated.  This is to say, there are a number of complicated affects from nature, nurture and personal choice at work in a person’s sexual behaviour.  Ultimate healing will only happen in heaven, but along the way, repentance, faith, forgiveness and regeneration engage our sexuality in the process of become holy.

In my view, this is a helpful book which deserves wide readership.

